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PRESS RELEASE                                                               May 17, 2021 

 

Submissions Open for the 34th Tokyo International Film Festival 

 
 

Despite the continued challenges and uncertainties brought about by COVID-19, as announced earlier, the 
Tokyo International Film Festival (TIFF) plans to go ahead with the 34th edition of TIFF from 
October 30 through November 8.  
 

As always, TIFF remains dedicated to the safety of our audiences, filmmakers and staff, and we are committed 
to doing our part to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. With that in mind, we would like to continue providing 
opportunities to filmmakers and audiences, as well as to help revitalize the film industry.  
 

TIFF is now open for submissions from May 17 through July 16, 2021 via the festival website.  As 
one of the leading film festivals in Asia, TIFF showcases outstanding films created by up-and-coming directors, 
as well as premieres of work by established filmmakers from around the world in a variety of sections. This year, 
TIFF is implementing a number of changes after taking vital steps, such as reexamining our approach to 
programming and reorganizing the overall structure of sections, in addition to moving the festival’s main venue 
to the Hibiya-Ginza area.  
 

Regarding the structural changes to our sections, in our main Competition, we have revised the selection criteria 
for premieres. Until last year, priority was placed on films that would have a TIFF Asian Premiere, but we will 
now also consider submissions for films that will have a Japan Premiere. The Japanese Cinema Splash section 
will now be integrated into the Asian Future section, since both were created to open doors for young creators, 
giving them great exposure and helping them thrive. This change will encourage Japanese directors to compete 
with other Asian directors of the same generation for awards.  
 

TIFF’s main Competition will continue to showcase films that provide glimpses of the world from around the 
globe, while the Asian Future section will highlight films by up-and-coming Asian directors, including those from 
Japan and Middle East, who have directed no more than three feature-length films. 
 

Details on the festival’s other sections will be announced at a later date. 
 

A summary of the regulations for the main sections is attached.  
For detailed information about film submissions, please visit the TIFF official website: www.tiff-jp.net  
 

As we continue to monitor the global health situation, we will explore options for holding the 34th edition, 
including postponement or cancelation. We appreciate your understanding about any changes that may occur. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

33rd TIFF Award Winner 

Audience Award / The Governor of Tokyo Award: Hold Me Back (directed by Akiko Ohku) 

 

 
 

33rd TIFF Audience Award Winner 
@2020 TIFF 
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Submission Regulations for the 34th TIFF 

Please see our website for further details: https://www.tiff-jp.net/entry/competition2021/index_en.html  
 

 

International Competition Section  

The main Competition section is the core of the festival and aims to support promising filmmakers who will play 
leading roles in the industry as well as contribute to the enrichment of cinematic artistry and international 
cultural exchange. Films from around the globe that have not yet been released in Japan compete for the top 
prize, the Tokyo Grand Prix. Features completed after January 1, 2021, are eligible for selection by TIFF, and 
undergo a rigid review process. During the event, invited guests who are involved in the film will appear onstage 
for Q & A sessions after the screening to enhance interactions with the audience. Last year, 1,356 films were 
submitted from 107 countries and regions. 
 
Prizes 

- Tokyo Grand Prix 
- Special Jury Prize 
- Award for Best Director, Actress, Actor 
- Award for Best Artistic Contribution (Photography, Sound, Art Direction, Music, Script, etc.)  

 
 

Asian Future Section 

A competitive section for Asian films, including Japan and Middle East, this introduces the first, second or third 
features of Asia’s up-and-coming directors.  
 

Prize 
- Asian Future Best Film Award 

 
 

Submission fees  

In light of the current situation and impact on the industry caused by COVID-19, we are waiving submission 
fees this year. 
 

Submission deadline: July 16, 2021  

For further inquiries about submissions, please contact TIFF via e-mail: competition2021@tiff-jp.net 
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