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PRESS RELEASE                                                            September 29, 2020 
 

 c 

At an event featuring appearances by globally acclaimed actor 

Koji YAKUSHO and Cannes award-winning directors Hirokazu 

KORE-EDA and Koji FUKADA, the Tokyo International Film 

Festival (TIFF) today unveiled its full lineup as well as highlights 

of this year’s 33rd edition, to be held physically from October 31 

to November 9. 

  

At the press conference at Roppongi Academyhills Tower Hall in 

Tokyo, Festival Chairman Hiroyasu ANDO delivered opening 

remarks and spoke about the festival’s vision under the 

pandemic, before the 33rd TIFF Festival Ambassador Koji 

Yakusho took to the stage and emphasized that watching films 

in the theater will help revitalize the entire film industry. 

  

Festival Director Takeo HISAMATSU then introduced TIFF’s selection committee members and the 

lineup of Tokyo Premiere 2020, a special section for the 33rd TIFF that goes beyond the boundaries 

of TIFF’s usual competitive sections. In the Tokyo Premiere 2020 section, 32 films*, 25 of them 

world premieres, were selected from among 1,356 titles from 107 countries and regions, with 10 

from Japan, 12 from Asian countries and regions, and 10 from other areas. 
*The full Tokyo Premiere 2020 section lineup is attached. 
 
Internationally acclaimed director Koji Fukada, the focus of this year’s Japan Now section, then 
appeared and discussed how the pandemic made everyone so much more aware of the importance of 
culture. 
 
The new Programming Advisor of the Japanese Animation section, Ryota FUJITSU, greeted the 
audience after the announcement of the section’s lineup, showcasing “Pokémon the Movie” and the 
Super Sentai Series, which is celebrating its 45th anniversary this year.  
*Please refer to TIFF’s official website for the full lineup of the Japanese Animation section.  
 

At the end of the press conference, world-renowned director Hirokazu Kore-eda appeared to talk 
about his role as the advisor of the special “Asia Lounge” Conversation Series, co-presented by 
The Japan Foundation Asia Center & TIFF.  
 

During the 10 days of the festival, physical screenings, stage appearances and Q&A sessions will be 
held, along with unique film-related events including online symposia featuring Asian filmmakers and 
online webinars featuring guests from around the world. 
 

The 33rd TIFF will be held from October 31 to November 9, 2020 at Roppongi Hills, EX Theater 

Roppongi and other theaters in Tokyo. 

 

Quotes from Press Conference Guests 

- Koji YAKUSHO, Actor, 33rd TIFF Festival Ambassador 

This year, I was supposed to act in several films, but they were canceled or postponed until next year. 
During these past several months, I was mostly spending time at home, wondering what I could do to 

Full Lineup Unveiled for 33rd TIFF 
 

Publicity materials for lineup (download):  

https://www.image.net/press/tiff2020_materials_en 

Images and footages of today’s lineup press conference (images and footages will be uploaded within today): 

https://www.image.net/tiff2020_press_conference_en  

Full lineup for the 33rd TIFF: http://2020.tiff-jp.net/en/ 

From left: FUKADA, YAKUSHO, KORE-EDA ©2020 TIFF 

https://www.image.net/press/tiff2020_materials_en
https://www.image.net/tiff2020_press_conference_en
http://2020.tiff-jp.net/en/
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help. When TIFF approached me, about becoming an ambassador, I was surprised because they 
usually choose young, beautiful actresses. But I felt I wanted to help revitalize the industry.  
 
Watching films in a theater is completely different from watching at home. You can feel a sense of unity 
with other filmgoers, and experience the excitement of seeing it on a big screen with a great sound 
system. 
 
Through film, we can give power and courage to many people. That’s what film festivals are for. I’ve 
participated in festivals around the world and I’ve been honored to receive wonderful awards, which 
have encouraged me and helped me evolve.  
 

- Koji FUKADA, Director, Japan Now section 

My very first award from TIFF was for Hospitalité, and it was really significant to discover how the award 
really raised the profile of the film, which was then able to travel to many other countries around the 
world. I have great expectations for TIFF to continue supporting films and filmmaking in the future. 
 
Speaking of the Mini-Theater Aid initiative [which he started with other filmmakers such as Ryusuke 
Hamaguchi], we realized how all theaters, but especially mini-theaters, were really suffering. We had 
so much support from movie fans and filmmakers, as well as from Mr. Yakusho and Mr. Kore-eda — 
there were just so many people who were encouraged by the campaign to support the theaters. I spent 
so much time on the campaign that my producer asked what happened to the script I was supposed to 
finish. 
 
With the pandemic, we all realized the importance of culture. Cinemas, theaters and the music industry 
took action to save culture. It became obvious that, compared to other countries, Japan’s financial 
support for culture is much smaller. This isn’t just a matter of the government; filmmakers must be 
more aware of what we can do structurally to support ourselves. 

  
- Hirokazu KORE-EDA, Director,“Asia Lounge” Conversation Series 

 I’ve participated in many international film festivals, which have exposed me to really rich experiences. 
When people watched my films overseas, I started feeling that Japanese films are rich and diverse with 
a long history, which has helped enrich my own films. I wondered why other countries with a long film 
history had such important film festivals, and whether TIFF was worthy of this long and great history. 
About 5 years ago, I started making proposals to improve the festival. After Hiroyasu Ando became 
chairman, I made another proposal, and he said, “If you want to help us, why not do this yourself?” 
 
Speaking about the “Asia Lounge” I suggested that we could gather some great filmmakers from 
around the world, so audiences could interact with them. I wanted to enable them to communicate 
directly with each other. Of course, due to Covid-19, we’re not able to bring them here, but even 
gathering them online can serve a purpose, and we hope to meet in person next time.  
 
What can the film industry do to help reform the industry? As filmmakers, we can contribute to 
improvements, and that goes for film festivals, as well. I look forward to being proactively involved in 
TIFF this year. We need to also take advantage of TIFF Classics — we all need to rewatch Sadao 
Yamanaka’s Humanity and Paper Balloons, but at the same time, we should also consider TIFF’s youth 
filmmaking workshop, and take advantage of interacting with teens, who are shaping the future of film. 

 

Quotes from the TIFF Chairman 

- Hiroyasu ANDO, Chairman, 33rd TIFF 

We have all experienced many hardships under the Covid-19 pandemic, and around the world, film 

festivals have all been facing many difficulties. We at TIFF long debated whether we should hold this 

year’s festival. Sponsorships have declined dramatically and international guests are unable to come to 

Japan. But nevertheless, we decided to hold a physical festival because we want everyone to come to 

watch great movies in great theaters and to be reminded of the joy of watching them with others. We 

will implement all the necessary measures to keep audiences safe, with many restrictions in place.  

 

There are three main targets of this year’s TIFF: 
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1) To boost the joy of watching films, we have increased our collaborations with the entire film 

industry in Japan. 

2) We will continue our international solidarity with the Cannes, Venice, Shanghai and Berlin film 

festivals. Many of their selected films will be shown here. Since we cannot invite guests from 

around the world, we have instead collected messages from them. 

3) Considering the future, we are focusing on new initiatives. With the Japan Foundation Asia 

Center, Hirokazu Kore-eda will be discussing the future of film with leading filmmakers from 

Japan and the rest of the world in the new “Asia Lounge.” 
 

*Premieres: WP=World Premiere/ AP=Asian Premiere 
 

Title Director Premiere Country/Regions 

Underdog Masaharu Take WP Japan 

Abu Omar Roy Krispel WP Israel 

After Love Aleem Khan AP UK 

Alaya Shi Meng WP China 

Apples Christos Nikou AP Greece/Poland/Slovenia 

Ashes on a Road Trip Mangesh Mukund Joshi WP India 

The Bike Thief Matt Chambers WP UK 

Come and Go Lim Kah Wai WP Japan, Malaysia 

Company Retreat   Atsushi Funahashi WP Japan 

Eternally Younger Than 

Those Idiots 
Ryohei Yoshino WP Japan 

Fan Girl Antoinette Jadaone WP Philippines 

February Kamen Kalev AP Bulgaria/France 

First Job Syunsuke Koyama WP Japan 

Forgiveness Cem Özay WP Turkey 

Hold Me Back Akiko Ohku WP Japan 

Jang-Gae: The Foreigner Chang Chih-wei WP Taiwan 

The Last Bath David Bonneville WP Portugal/France 

Light of a Burning Moth Liao Jiekai WP Japan 

Love Song 1980 Mei Feng WP China 

Malu Edmund Yeo WP Malaysia/Japan/France 

The Man Who Sold His Skin Kaouther Ben Hania AP 

Tunisia/France/Belgium

/Sweden/Germany/ 

Qatar/Saudi Arabia 

Moral Order Mário Barroso AP Portugal 

Mr. Suzuki -A Man In God's 

Country- 
Omoi Sasaki WP Japan 

No Choice Reza Dormishian WP Iran 

Tokyo Premiere 2020 Lineup for 33rd TIFF 
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The Old Town Girls Shen Yu WP China 

Possessor Brandon Cronenberg AP UK/Canada 

Sasaki in My Mind Takuya Uchiyama WP Japan 

Slate Jo Ba-reun WP Korea 

Sweat Magnus von Horn AP Poland/Sweden 

That Was Life David Martín de los Santos WP Spain 

TiTi Ida Panahandeh WP Iran 

ZOKKI 
Naoto Takenaka,Takayuki 

Yamada,Takumi Saitoh 
WP Japan 

  
 
 
 

 
★★★★★★★★IMPORTANT★★★★★★★★★ 

All press members who wish to cover the Tokyo International Film Festival are required to register for a press 
pass. For all interviews and coverage, you are required to show your press pass or technical pass. The 

deadline for press pass accreditation for TIFF will be Tuesday, October 20, 2020.  
Press Office E-mail: tiff-press@tiff-jp.net 

 

33rd Tokyo International Film Festival 

Dates:    October 31 (Sat) – November 9 (Mon), 2020 
Venues:   Roppongi Hills, Ex Theater Roppongi and other venues in Tokyo 
Official Website: www.tiff-jp.net 
Market:  TIFFCOM Online  November 4 (Wed) – 6 (Fri) tiffcom.jp/en   
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