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Internationally Acclaimed Director Yoji Yamada  
Made Remarks on His Latest Film, 

Tora-san, Wish You Were Here 

                                    

PRESS RELEASE                                                                    October 3, 2019 

 
A press conference featuring the internationally acclaimed 
director Yoji YAMADA and his latest film, Tora-san, Wish You 
Were Here, was held at the Foreign Correspondents’ Club of 
Japan (FCCJ) on October 3. 
 
Takeo HISAMATSU, Festival Director of the 32nd TIFF, 
discussed this year’s TIFF highlights, while Japan Now 
Programming Advisor Kohei ANDO discussed the Japan Now 
Section. During the Q&A session, Yamada made remarks and 
shared his thoughts about being selected as this year’s Opening 
Film. 
 

The 32nd TIFF will take place October 28 to November 5, 

2019 at Roppongi Hills, EX Theater Roppongi, Hibiya Step Square 

and other venues in Tokyo. 

 

 

Quotes from the Press Conference 

 

-Takeo HISAMATSU, Festival Director, 32nd TIFF 

This 32nd TIFF is held in the first year of the Reiwa era. Next month, the new emperor’s enthronement ceremony 

will be held, and guests will be coming to Japan from all over the world. We also have the Tokyo Olympics next year, 

which has drawn a lot of attention to Japan. So we’ve decided to highlight Japan in this year’s TIFF. We are opening 

with Yoji Yamada’s Tora-san, Wish You Were Here. I am personally privileged to showcase it as the Opening Film 

as I am one of Yamada-san’s fans and I worked with him at Shochiku. We also have a Gala screening of Masayuki 

Suo’s Talking the Pictures. Japan Now will feature legendary filmmaker Nobuhiko Obayashi, and in the Classics 

section, we’ll focus on legendary actress Machiko Kyo, who passed away earlier this year. We’ve created a new 

section, Japanese Animation, to deepen and broaden our coverage of this form. Also we’ll look at the VFX evolution 

in Japan. So Japanese films and culture will be highlighted, which I think will be significant for everyone. 

 

-Kohei ANDO, Japan Now Programming Advisor 

The Japan Now section deems as its mission to showcase Japanese films that reflect the present state of this 

country, its true aesthetics, its culture and philosophy. In that sense, showcasing a film like Tora-san, Wish You Were 

Here, the newest film of the Tora-san series, as the Opening Film of the festival serves this purpose. I have a bit of 

regret about not to be able to show this wonderful film by Mr. Yamada in the Japan Now section, but I have a sense 

of pride to be able to present it as the Opening Film. In the Japan Now section, we are going to feature works by 

another legendary filmmaker, Nobuhiko Obayashi. As you may know, he was diagnosed with cancer three years ago. 

Since then however, he shot a wonderful film called Hanagatami two years ago. And yet, while he was battling his 

cancer, he shot another film, Labyrinth of Cinema. This is another wonderful piece of work by Mr. Obayashi. In 

addition to five films directed by Mr. Obayashi, Japan Now will feature 9 films that are representative of 

contemporary Japan, in total 14 films will be showcased. 

 

- Yoji YAMADA, Director 

I have made dozens and dozens of films for half a century, but 

making this newest film of the Tora-san series, I had a sense of 

surprise myself when I began to realize what kind of film I was 

embarking on. While we were shooting, I was still anxious about the 

film, but also had expectations as to what kind of film it ultimately 

become. While I was viewing the completed film over and over, I 

realized once again that it really took 50 years for me to be able to 

shoot this final film. So what I thought was perhaps it was my 

longevity, thanks to living so long, that allowed me to make this 

film. 
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Thinking of my age, it makes me feel a lot of anxiety. And I sometimes feel I should stop making films. But, directors 

like Clint Eastwood are still making films, so I suppose I should continue the challenge as well. Additionally, 

Portuguese director Manoel de Oliveira and also Japanese director Kaneto Shindo, both of them shot films until the 

age of 100, so I have a little way to go. 

 

The challenge of making this kind of series is that the audience always comes to see a new Tora-san film to 
meet him again and spend time with him, so you cannot betray the audience's expectations, but you still have 
to betray the audience some way. There are various film festivals around the world, and I think TIFF represents 
Japan. I think it’s very important for TIFF to have a theme to differentiate itself from other festivals, a certain 
character or certain attraction, something that people would not find in any other festival around the world. I 
hope that TIFF continues to work towards that goal so that it becomes a unique film festival cannot be found 
anywhere else in the world. 
 
Guest’s profile 

 

Yoji Yamada - Director 

 

After graduating from the Faculty of Law at the University of Tokyo, he entered Shochiku as an assistant director. He 

made his film debut with A Stranger Upstairs in 1961, and later launched the successful “Tora-san” series, which 

started in 1969 and became the world’s longest-running film series starring the same actor, with 50 films. His works 

include The Yellow Handkerchief (1977), The Twilight Samurai (2002) and What a Wonderful Family! (2016). He 

was presented with the Order of Culture in 2012. 

 

Tora-san, Wish You Were Here 

 

Tora’s now adult nephew, Mitsuo, has become a writer and reminisces about his uncle, 

Torajiro, who has always been on his side----. 

For the 50th anniversary, an eagerly-awaited 50th film will hit the big screen with a new 

story.  A heartwarming film that would bring laughter and tears to everyone who has loved 

the series over the years, as well as to people who have yet to discover its charms. 

------------------------------------------------- 

Director/Original Story: Yoji Yamada 

Cast: Kiyoshi Atsumi/ Chieko Baisho, Hidetaka Yoshioka, Kumiko Goto 

The film will be released by Shochiku on December 27, 2019 in Japan.  
 
 
Speakers’ profile 
 
Takeo Hisamatsu- Festival Director, Tokyo International Film Festival 

Takeo Hisamatsu joined Shochiku Co., Ltd in 1978, and in 1986 became manager of Shochiku USA’s Little Tokyo 

Cinema, Los Angeles. He returned to Tokyo in 1989 and was appointed senior manager of the Exhibition 

Department. In 1994, he joined Time Warner Entertainment Japan as General Director of the Theatrical Distribution 

Department, Warner Bros. Pictures Japan. In 2001, he rejoined Shochiku as Director of the Theatrical Distribution 

Department, Production and Acquisition, and became an Executive Managing Director in 2003. He was named 

president of what is now Shochiku Broadcasting Co., Ltd. in 2006, and in 2010 rejoined Warner Entertainment Japan 

Inc. as Deputy General Manager of Warner Bros. Pictures Japan. In 2015, he established his own company, My Way 

Movies, where he serves as president. Over the past several years, Hisamatsu has participated in the production of 

such renowned films as Unforgiven (2013, directed by Lee Sang-il), Rurouni Kenshin (2012, Keishi Ohtomo), Air 

Doll (2009, Hirokazu Kore-eda), Dear Doctor (2009, Miwa Nishikawa), Still Walking (2008, Hirokazu Kore-eda), All 

Around Us (2008, Ryosuke Hashiguchi) and Love and Honor | Bushi no ichibun (2006, Yoji Yamada). 

 
 

Kohei Ando - Japan Now Programming Advisor 

Ando, who in his youth worked with Shuji Terayama, is known for his refined and creative expressivity as a filmmaker. 

He is a global pioneer in incorporating Hi-vision techniques into filmmaking. His films have received numerous 

awards, including the Silver Maile Award at the Hawaii International Film Festival and the Grand Prize at the 

International Electronic Cinema Festival in Montreux. His works are included in the collections of major art museums 

and film libraries in Paris, New York, Los Angeles, Tokyo and elsewhere. In both 2001 and 2005, Ando 

retrospectives were held in Paris. He is also a professor emeritus at Waseda University. 

©2019 Shochiku., Ltd. 
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32nd Tokyo International Film Festival 
Dates: October 28 (Mon) – November 5 (Tue), 2019 
Venues: Roppongi Hills, EX Theater Roppongi, Hibiya Step Square and other theaters in Tokyo 
Market: TIFFCOM 2019 (Japan Content Showcase 2019) October 22 (Tue) – 24 (Thu)  

 

★★★★★★★★IMPORTANT★★★★★★★★★ 

All press members who wish to cover the Tokyo International Film Festival are required to register for a press 
pass. For all interviews and coverage, you are required to show your press pass or technical pass. The 

deadline for press pass accreditation for TIFF, if no Visa support is needed, will be Tuesday, October 15.  

Press Office E-mail: tiff-press@tiff-jp.net 

 

Title Director Synopsis

We Are Little Zombies Makoto Nagahisa Four orphans form a pop band in this hyperstylized debut feature from director

Makoto Nagahisa, winner of the Short Film Grand Jury Prize at the 2017 Sundance

Film Festival.

5 Million Dollar Life Moon Sungho Played by newcomer Ayumu Mochizuki, a teenager must come to terms with his life

circumstances and the role of money after he survives a life-threatening disease

thanks to five million yen in donations.

37 Seconds HIKARI Yuma has cerebral palsy and is emotionally smothered by her overbearing mother.

She embarks on an unusual path to sexual awakening when she tries illustrating

erotic manga.

Farewell Song Akihiko Shiota A female duo band "Haruleo" hires a handsome roadie Shima. Contrary to their

success, adding a male leads them to the love-triangle. They set out on their final

tour after deciding the break-up.

To the Ends of the Earth Kiyoshi Kurosawa A young Japanese TV reporter finds her cautious and insular nature challenged

when she visits Uzbekistan to shoot the latest episode of her travel variety show.

Taro the Fool Tatsushi Ohmori Having never been to school, teenager Taro lives outside the rules of society.

Running with a pair of fellow misfits, his carefree life begins moving in a deadly

direction.

Samurai Shifters Isshin Inudo The team behind the "Samurai Hustle" series presents a gripping new period

comedy-drama. A samurai is set the unenviable task of relocating a luckless lord

and all of his subjects.

Listen to the Universe Kei Ishikawa Facing a fierce international competition, the four piano geniuses with different

backgrounds inspire each other and confront themselves as they grow and

"awaken" along the way.

Miyamoto Tetsuya Mariko While he lacks social skills, salesman Hiroshi Miyamoto has a strong sense of

justice. After he falls for Yasuko, the friend of a coworker, their love is quickly put

to the test.

Labyrinth of Cinema Nobuhiko Obayashi Three youth jump into the screen in a theater which will be closed for good. Shot in

his hometown Onomichi for the first time in 20 years, Nobuhiko Obayashi brings

this fantasy film with a compelling message.

Hanagatami Nobuhiko Obayashi Fulfilling his filmmaking dream of 40 years, Nobuhiko Obayashi's luminous new

feature {HANAGATAMI} delivers a timeless story about the pureness of youth

amidst the chaos of war.

The Discarnates Nobuhiko Obayashi A man forms a new friendship with his long-dead parents in this haunting tale

directed by Nobuhiko Obayashi and written by Shinichi Ichikawa, based on a novel

by Taichi Yamada,

The Young and Wild Nobuhiko Obayashi Based on the novel "Wanpaku Jidai" by Haruo Sato, this film is about the boys who

try to rescue a beautiful girl from being sold off, while WWII is casting a dark

shadow on Onomichi.

Miss Lonely Nobuhiko Obayashi Based on the novel "Nandaka Henteko" by Hisashi Yamanaka and part of the

Onomichi Trilogy, this film is about a boy who meets and falls for a younger version

of his mother.

Japan Now Lineup for 32nd TIFF
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