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This year is the 80th anniversary of Shuji Terayama's birth. A talented poet, lyricist, playwright, novelist, photographer, and
film director, Shuji Terayama was a multifaceted artist whose creative activities covered a diverse range of media. Terayama

is particularly well remembered for his experimental films, which challenged societal norms of the time and still retain their
power today. The screenings of these films will reveal the visionary genius of Shuji Terayama in his role as film director

TERAYAMA FILMS

1971

Throw away Your Books,
Let's Get into the Streets
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Directed and Written by: Shuji Terayama
Cinematography by : Masayoshi Sukita
Art Direction by: Seiichi Hayashi, Ryoichi Enomoto
Music by : Itsuro Shimoda, J. A.Seazer, Hiroyoshi Yanagida
Produced by : Eiko Kujo
Sei Hiraizumi, Yukiko Kobayashi, Akihiro Maruyama (Akihiro Miwa)
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“Throw away Your Books, Let's Get into the Streets” is the film
adaptation of a documentary-cum-musical play of the same

name that the Tenjo Sajiki theater troupe, headed by Terayama,

staged in various places throughout Japan. Itis an experimental
film that combines elements of fiction and documentary. For
example, one of the settings is a ramshackle apartment in which
the four actors actually resided. There is a rock score based on
poetry submitted by a late teen, and the camera soars in the sky
and rolls on the ground. This is Terayama's first full-length
film. Terayama claimed that he wanted to create a rock musical
that never follows movie conventions. The film won the Grand
Prize at the San Remo Film Festival
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Starring : Eimei Sasaki, Masaharu Saito,

1974

Pastoral Hide and Seek
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Directed and Written by:Shuji Terayama
Cinematography by : Tatsuo Suzuki Music by: J.A.Seazer
Art Direction by : Kiyoshi Awazu Illustration : Kazuichi Hanawa
Executive producer: Kinshiro Kuzui
Yumi Goverse
Kantaro Suga, Hiroyuki Takano, Yoshio Harada
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“Pastoral Hide and Seek"is an original feature film based on a
collection of poetry anthology of the same name. The film is set
in the Shimokita Peninsula in Aomori Prefecture, and features
various motifs that typify Terayama’s surreal world, including
matricide, runaways, Mt.Osorezan, a circus, and a goat. The film
explores memory, a lifelong theme for Terayama. Terayama
described the film as follows: “This is a fiction in a form of
the biography of a young man. If we wish to break a spell of
history, we must, first of all, liberate ourselves from our individual
memories” (Director’s note by Terayama). The film selected in the
competition section of the 28th Cannes Film Festival in 1975
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Producers: Eiko Kujo,
Starring : Kaoru Yachigusa, Masumi Harukawa,

1979

Labyrinth in the Field

#7—DCP 409
O #ARULFARRE

BEFlER WA SLER/ FREE

BRI #AEX BE A Y—Y— X LEES
RERE EI-)L-TOVANILDT #fF:23-J97—-2/
TAERRF HE: =L@/ E0NE / 8T/ FR+=
Directed by: Shuji Terayama  Written by : Shuji Terayama, Rio Kishida
Cinematography by: Tatsuo Suzuki ~ Music by: J. A. Seazer

Art Direction by:Isao Yamada

Executive producer: Pierre Braunberger

Producers:Yumi Goverse, Eiko Kujo ~ Starring: Hiroshi Mikami,
Takeshi Wakamatsu, Keiko Niitaka, Juzo Itami
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Ayoung man is haunted by the lyrics of a “temari ball" song sung
to him by his mother when he was a small child. Following his
mother’s death, the young man goes on a journey in search of
the lyrics to the song. In this avant-garde work, Terayama creates
asurreal world that interweaves between dream and reality.
Terayama sought to convey how the young protagonist, in the
course of his journey to uncover the lyrics, gradually picks apart
the illusion of identity. “Labyrinth in the Field" was screened in
around 30 cinemas in Paris as part of Pierre Braunberger omnibus
Private Collections, and following Terayama's death in 1983,
it was screened at the commemorative event in Japan
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1984

Farewell to the Ark
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Directed by: Shuji Terayama ~ Written by: Shuji Terayama, Rio Kishida

Cinematography by: Tatsuo Suzuki  Music by: J. A. Seazer

Art Direction by : Noriyoshi Ikeya

Production Design by: Sawako Goda  Produced by : Fujio Sunaoka,

Kyoko Kujo, Shiro Sasaki  Starring : Mayumi Ogawa, Yoshio Harada,

Keiko Niitaka, Renji Ishibashi, Hitomi Takahashi, Tsutomu Yamazaki
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Setin a fictional small village,Farewell to the Ark” is an epic story that
charts the ups and downs of a family over the course of a century or so.
The film presents several dichotomies, including rulers and ruled,
community and outsiders, backwardness and civilization, all of which take
place against the backdrop of a world full of illusion and eroticism. At the
time, Terayama was suffering from cirrhosis of the liver, butin a seeming
collision course with oblivion, he turned down requests for hospital
treatment and doggedly continued shooting on location in Okinawa.
Filming was suspended twice, and at times a simple bed was brought
on set and Terayama directed while lying down on it. Weaving together
an intricate tapestry of life and death, space and time, “Farewell to the Ark”
represents the culmination of Terayama's work. The film was selected
in the competition section of the 38th Cannes Film Festival in 1985
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